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Nurturing Children ~ Empowering Women 

HHI on the ground in India! 
Hands to Hearts International launched this month in partnership with Madras 
Social Service Guild (MASOS) in Southern India.  MASOS has an orphanage 
that serves 30-40 children from as young as a few weeks old to the age of 4.  
They have always given the children all they could, but had limited staff to 
offer the babies individual nurturing care.   

Our first training was offered last week to 10 local women who are now hired 
at MASOS to provide nanny-like care to 2-4 children each.  Many of these 
women have never had jobs, some have only been given 2 years of formal 
schooling, and one could not read or write, but their minds are sharp, and 
their hearts are huge!  They are eager to be “both mother and father” and “to 
give love and encouragement” to all the children.  At the graduation 
ceremony, people were so moved, so honored, they wept with joy…. 

The intensive training on early childhood development and infant massage, 
provided by Dr. Vonda Jump of Utah State University, gave new skills, ideas and energy to the women.   

This coming week we will host our second HHI training with more than 20 women coming from near and far. 
They represent other orphanages, traditional healers, as well as women from rural villages.  Each woman will 
take her newly learned skills to even more vulnerable and orphaned children, giving the gift of a healthier start 
in life – emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  Watch our website, as updates are coming soon! 

* Support this effort * 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please email us. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at laura@handstohearts.org or call (503) 936-5574 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
To our generous volunteers, 

donors and supporters ~  
YOU have made this possible! 

February 2006 ~ INDIA Report 

About the Women  
Sarswathi is about 42 years old.  She was a child bride, married and having her 
first baby when she was 12.  Her husband died in 1998 and now she lives with her 
grown children and grandchildren.  Saraswathi was only able to attend 3 years of 
school.  Once she had a job at a factory, (sweat shop) but it made her sick and 
after a year she had to quit.  Her job at MASOS is a huge contribution to her family 
as well as a tremendous gift to the children.  She is soft spoken, quick to smile and 
is deeply committed to the children.   

About the Children  
Most children come to MASOS through the “Cradle Baby Program”, which is a 
legal way to give up a child in India.  This program was designed to help prevent 

the still not-uncommon act of female infanticide in rural areas.  Other babies have deformities, special needs, 
or are given up due to profound and overwhelming poverty.  MASOS is committed to having all of their babies 
adopted into loving homes.  Last year they found homes for over 70 babies! 

Make A Commitment 
Join our monthly giving program to provide direct support to an orphaned baby or to pay for the salary and training 
of a woman to act as a nanny at MASOS.  Profiles of all the women and children will be added to the website in 
March when Laura returns from India.  The cost is only $30/month to ensure loving care for a child and $100/
month to support a nanny offering nurturing care and the healing touch of infant massage to several children each 
day.  Join NOW!  Monthly giving ensures continuation of these important services, it also helps reduce administra-
tive costs and puts your donation to use more efficiently.  You can adjust or cancel your donation level at any time.  


